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revolutionaries, crying out that all Catholic priests should be
drowned, suffered in his turn; unlike Rogers, Hooper was popu-
lar in his own district, and his death made a considerable stir.
Philip became more certain than ever that the English
Council's policy of persecuting for heresy was a mistake, and
his confessor, on the very day after Hooper's execution, was put
up to preach a strong sermon in the Royal Chapel against that
policy. He had some effect. There was a halt of six weeks, but
the determination of the Council to assert itself against Philip
again prevailed, and before the end of March the burnings
were resumed.
Though there were other lulls, the absence of Philip abroad
(he became King of Spain and half Western Europe that same
year, and had to go on the Continent to meet the menace from
France) left the Council free to act as it would. In less than
four years close on three hundred people were put to death in
this fashion. There were no executions in the North, save one
in Chester, a seaport; the great majority were in the districts
under the influence of London or in East Anglia. Most counties
saw nothing of the persecution, and Gardiner saw to it that there
should be no burnings in his own great diocese. But it must
always be remembered how very important London was to the
history of England, and what the effect was on London that the
continued persecution should have been so strong in the capital
and its immediate neighbourhood—an average of more than one
a fortnight.
Lathner, Ridley, and Cranmer. With the autumn of
that year, 1555, Ridley and Latimer were burned at Oxford on
October 15. Cranmer, who had long been held a prisoner (kept
back because it was thought that a recantation obtained from
him would have a great effect), saw the execution from the roof
of his prison close at hand. The sight profoundly affected him.
A recantation was, in fact, obtained from him—and not only
obtained, but repeated over and over again in stronger and
stronger forms. In his last recantation he denounced himself
with the greatest violence as the worst of sinners, and particularly
deplored the bad example he had set. But all this was to save
his life; in his heart he had hated the Catholic religion in-
creasingly from his early manhood, and that hatred deepened as
time went on. He was a great artist in prose, a man of a shrink-
ing and nervous temperament, and those who accuse him of
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